Successful endovascular treatment of a ruptured superior mesenteric artery in a patient with Ehlers‒Danlos syndrome.
The purpose of this study was to describe covered-stent treatment of a ruptured dissection of the superior mesenteric artery (SMA) in a patient with Ehlers‒Danlos syndrome. The patient was a 13-year-old girl initially presenting with abdominal pain. Dissection and rupture of the SMA were diagnosed on detailed examination. Conservative treatment was performed initially because open surgery was considered high risk. However, the abdominal pain recurred, and we decided to perform endovascular therapy. A coronary artery covered stent was placed in the true lumen to close the entry site of the dissection. The false lumen was obliterated using a post-dilation technique, completing treatment of the rupture. The patient recovered uneventfully after surgery. Classic-type Ehlers‒Danlos syndrome was diagnosed on the basis of physical findings and genetic analysis. The stent has remained adequately patent as of 2 years after surgery. This case report shows that dissection and rupture of the SMA can be treated successfully using a covered coronary artery stent in a patient with Ehlers‒Danlos syndrome.